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JACOBSON

Working as a police officer for 12 years, Leif Jacobson was starting to feel it was time for a change.
Although he loved serving and protecting his community, the years of police work had led to some
burnout, and the shift work was taking away from precious time with his family. He needed to do
something different so he decided to put all of his focus into his cleaning and restoration business.
Knowing that law enforcement was not going to be a lifelong career, he had started the business as a
side hustle during his years as a police officer. So in 2013, he left the police force to work solely in his
cleaning and restoration company. In addition to that, he had developed a keen interest in real estate
investing along the way and had acquired a number of rental properties. After 4 years of operation, his
company had grown immensely and Leif made the decision to sell it and pursue real estate full time as
a broker. He had grown weary of managing a mobile service business as well as dealing with some of
the challenges that can come from having employees. He says the shift was a great fit as he operates
better as a solo agent and feels completely in his element being his own boss.
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[Leif ‘s] goal is to always be truthful and
consistent in his communication.

Although Colorado is now home,
Leif is originally from Kirkland, WA,
home of Costco’s signature brand.
During college, he took a year to
study abroad in England and Austria
where he spent some time mountaineering in the Swiss and Austrian
Alps. He later served as a police
officer in Anacortes, WA, a beautiful
small town that sits on an island.
The town is also the gateway to the
San Juan islands with service to
British Columbia. Despite the beauty
of the Pacific Northwest, Leif ended
up making the move to Colorado in
search of sunshine. He says much of
the beauty of the northwest is due to
the fact that it rains most of the time.
While all that rain is good for nature
it can be really hard and depressing
for people. He loves that Colorado is
dry and sunny pretty much yearround! Sunshine, along with the
friendly, casual culture and tons of
outdoor activities are what he loves
most about living here. He enjoys life
in Colorado with his wife, Eileen,
and their four children. Leif and
Eileen met while they were guiding
backpacking trips for students during
college. They then began mountaineering together and fell in love over
the course of three years of dating.
They were married in 2001 just two
days before 9/11 and actually left
the country on their honeymoon on
September 10!
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Leif and his family moved to
Colorado Springs from Washington
fairly early into his real estate career
so one of the initial challenges was
making the right connections. He
says it was really difficult not knowing anyone while jumping into such
a competitive market. He says he’s
not someone who’s big on prospecting or mass networking but rather is
more about one on one relationships,
the kind that usually takes time to
build. So it took a little time, eight
months, to be exact, before he got
his first deal in Colorado Springs!
Another challenging aspect during
this time was he felt he wasn’t getting his needs met at the brokerage
he was with and was on the verge of
having to get another job in order to
support his family. It was then that
he “made the switch to eXp Realty,
which quintupled his business” and
has been the best decision he’s made
during his real estate career. He has
since been able to build valuable
relationships in the community. Leif
places great importance on genuine
connections and works to serve his
clients and fellow realtors with the
highest degree of integrity and skills.
Over time, many of those relationships have turned into referrals and
today he is a top producing ICON
agent with eXp and things are falling
into place! He strives to keep making
positive connections that extend

beyond the closing table into lifetime
relationships. One of the things Leif
believes sets him apart in such a competitive industry is his excellent communication. He says his goal is to always be
truthful and consistent in his communication. He recognizes this is an area in
which many realtors are lacking in so
communication is always a priority for
him. In fact, he says he usually tends to
over-communicate which can sometimes
be a bit overwhelming for some. But
nonetheless, he works to approach others
from a place of authenticity and believes
that oftentimes it’s the simple things, like
following up and following through, that
make the biggest impact.
Leif attributes his father and the values
he instilled in him as significant factors
to his success. He says his father instilled
incredible drive and persistence which
helped him develop an extraordinary ability to get things done
and make things happen.
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...he “made the switch
to eXp Realty, which
quintupled his
business” and has
been the best
decision he’s
made during
his real estate
career.

He also says he always has at least three
mentors in his life who surpass him by a few
decades in both age and wisdom. He identifies
one of those mentors as the “godfather” of real
estate in Colorado Springs. Leif also likes to
pass along the wisdom he’s gained to those
who are just starting out in the industry. He’s
currently a certified mentor with his brokerage and takes on newly licensed agents to help
get them up and running on their own. He says
it is a huge undertaking but definitely worth it
if they embrace the opportunity.
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Outside of work, Leif loves music and is a passionate drummer! He is also involved in an organization called “The Crucible
Project,” which provides experiential training for men who are
in the process of healing from trauma and seeking emotional
wellness. As someone who underwent severe emotional abuse
as a child himself, Leif recognizes the amount of time and effort
it takes to heal from trauma. He says his goal now is to be “as
wholehearted and connective as possible.” When it comes to
having fun with his family he says they all enjoy taking part in
business ventures. They’re teaching their children to run small
businesses themselves while he and Eileen have investment properties in other states that they manage as short-term vacation
rentals. The whole family is drawn to entrepreneurship and it’s a
way for them to all have fun together. At the end of the day, Leif
continues to seek ways to grow as a person and as a broker by
showing up with authenticity and making meaningful connections
one person at a time.
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